
Norfolk and Norwich Koblenz Friendship Association 
 
 
Report to Twinning Committee 5 March 2009. 
 

In 2008 the Musik Institut of Koblenz, who have regular exchanges with the Norwich 
Philharmonic choir, celebrated 200 years since it was founded. The final concert of 
these celebrations was the Beethoven Missa Solemnis on 4 November. Members of 
the Philharmonic Choir and Richard and I were invited to be at this concert, which 
was celebrated with a reception afterwards in the Rhein-Mosel Halle. Their next joint 
concert will be on Friday 24 April in Koblenz. 
 
Our Advent Evening was for the first time on a Monday, December 1. This enabled 
us to welcome some of the members of Norwich Philharmonic, who had previously 
been excluded as they practice on a Tuesday. We were pleased again to be 
entertained by some of the Cathedral Lay Clerks, and members of the Girls Choir, 
who sang carols beautifully to us. We made a donation to the cathedral Choir to 
mark our appreciation. Ros and David Lancaster provided the musical 
accompaniment and introduction to the carols, which was much enjoyed. (see our 
Kontakt Newsletter) 
 
Our AGM was held at County Hall on Friday 13 February, with over 40 members 
present. All the existing officers and committee members were prepared to continue 
and were re-elected. We were able to report on another successful year, and also 
enjoyed a social afterwards with refreshments provided by members of our DUaM 
group. 
2009 marked the tenth anniversary since Jill Noble became chairman and she was 
presented with a Chairman’s chain of office.  
 
The DUaM group continues to flourish meeting on Wednesday mornings at 53a 
Keswick Road and when we are away at other members’ homes.  
 
The city published ‘Norwich City Council A to Z of services’ during the year, which 
mentioned ‘Twinning’ and this resulted in a number of enquiries for links, which we 
passed on, and are seeking to follow up. These often require several tries before 
something happens. 
 
We continue to get requests for help from students and young people wishing to 
come to this country for work experience, often in teaching, as part of their University 
course requirement, or as au pair, or just for straight exchanges or pen friends. 
 
Günter Hahn keeps us well informed of their activities in Koblenz. They have a new 
web site www.norwich-koblenz.de , which is worth visiting. 
 
Charlotte Hobolm liaises with the City Hall to keep our web pages up to date. This 
can be found by going to www.norwich.gov.uk  and searching for NNKFA.  
 
All our committee meetings have followed DUaM meetings on Wednesdays, and 
have recently focussed on planning for visits, which we will have from Koblenz.  
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Norwich Rotary Club will be visiting their twin club Koblenz Ehrenbreitstein from 
May 1-4. This will mark 20 years of twinning. 
 
Churches Visit. A group will be coming from Koblenz Mitte group of churches from 
11 to 15 June, which will include a service at Holy Trinity Church (off Unthank Road) 
on the Sunday at 10.00am. 
 
On Thursday 18 June (arriving late afternoon) the Freundschaftskreis group will 
visit us until Saturday 20 June, when they will join us on our Summer Outing to 
Burghley House near Stamford, where they will stay over night before travelling back 
home on the Sunday. Details of the programme will be sent out later. 
 
June 26 to 28 June an International Dance Festival is being held in Winningen, near 
Koblenz, and  the Norwich Kemps Men are representing the UK. 
 
22-27 September 2009 are the dates for the NNKFA to visit Koblenz. Details and 
Booking Forms will be sent out shortly.  
 
We continue to participate in the Norfolk Association of Twinning Communities and 
their activities, including their sponsored walk in April, and have participated in the 
programme between Aylsham and Ochtendung (near Koblenz). 
 
We look forward to the fruition of our plans, open to more twin opportunities and 
aiming to foster true fellowship and understanding. 
 
Waltraud Jarrold 
23 February 2009  
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