Motion to: Council

25 February 2025

Subject: Exploring emissions and weight-based parking charges

Proposer: Councillor Hoechner

Seconder: Councillor Calvert

This council NOTES:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Larger cars cause more damage to our roads, are more likely to seriously
injure or kill pedestrians, and take up more valuable public space.

Cars have been growing at an astonishing 0.5cm per year since 2000. The
growth in size is particularly pronounced among luxury SUVs. For example,
the Land Rover Defender grew by 20.6cm in just 6 years.

SUVs now have an average width of 2m, reducing the space available to
other road users, particularly cyclists, and create more danger for all of
them.[3] Children are eight times more likely to die when struck by a SUV
compared to children struck by a passenger car. SUVs also cause five to ten
times more damage to the road surface than a normal family car, making
them patrticularly costly to the public purse.

Higher polluting cars, particularly larger and diesel models, are significantly
greater contributors to carbon emissions and local air pollution, which
worsens heart disease, triggers asthma and damages children's lungs,
costing the NHS many millions of pounds every year. SUVs consume around
20% more fuel than a medium-size non-SUV car and, because of their weight,
they are also worse for non-exhaust emissions from brakes and tyres.

Wealthier people are responsible for a larger share of transport related
emissions in the UK due, among others, to higher rates of car ownership, and
preference for larger and less fuel-efficient vehicles, highlighting that
transport-related emissions are also a social justice issue.

Cities across the world have taken a stand and charge heavier and higher-
emitting vehicles more for parking. Paris has recently tripled charges for SUVs
parking inside the city.[10] Bath introduced emissions-based parking charges
in the city in 2023 and is now expanding this to car parks across the County.
Several London boroughs, including Lambeth Council and the Royal Borough
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of Greenwich, run emissions-based schemes, with Westminster City Council
also operating a diesel surcharge for pre-2015 diesel vehicles.

According to the most recent available data published in the “2022/23 Joint
Core Strategy for Broadband, Norwich and South Norfolk Annual Monitoring
Report”, carbon emissions from transport have been stagnant in Norwich for
several years, and concentrations of the air pollutant nitrogen dioxide, a major
component of vehicle exhaust, have exceeded the limit considered safe by
the WHOJ in several instances, suggesting that urgent action is needed to
bring down transport emissions and to clean up our air.

This council BELIVES:

1)

2)

3)

Norwich residents would benefit from the implementation of a fairer and more
equitable charging system that more accurately reflects the greater cost to the
public purse generated by larger and higher emitting vehicles.

Norwich can learn from the experiences of cities championing action on
improving air quality and road safety, and on reducing carbon emissions, by
implementing emissions- and weight-based parking charges.

Introducing increased parking charges for higher emitting and/or heavier
vehicles would be relatively simple, seeing that the DVLA holds the requisite
information by numberplate. Enforcement could be managed using cameras
and keypads for pay-and-display.

Council RESOLVES:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To request Cabinet to commission a feasibility study for a more equitable
system of parking charges that takes into account vehicle emissions and/or
weight, building on best practice developed and tested by other councils, with
a view to implementing such a system by 2026/27.

To request that Cabinet reports back to Council within 6 months on progress
made.

To request the Leader of the Council to call on the political leadership of
Norfolk County Council to explore the implementation of emissions- and/or
weight-based parking permit charges.

To request the Leader of the Council to call on the political leadership of
Norfolk County Council to prioritise the provision of accessible, affordable/free
and reliable local public transport.

To request the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for
Transport to request significantly increased central government funding for



local authorities to provide local public transport that is accessible,
affordable/free and reliable.



