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Motion to: Council 
   

25 February 2025 

Subject: Condemnation of the Government’s approach to mimicking Reform and 
its impact on migrant communities 

Proposer: Councillor Davis 

Seconder: Councillor Galvin 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Councillor Davis is amending her own motion as follows: 

The title of the motion has been changed to: “Condemnation of the 
Government’s approach to mimicking Reform and its impact on migrant 
communities” 

Replacing the pre-amble with the following: “Whilst Norwich City Council 
works towards becoming a council of sanctuary, the government has 
released videos of migrant raids and deportations. 

Release of the footage is part of a crackdown on those entering the 
country illegally but echoes similar initiatives enabling the 
mainstreaming of racism by the Tory government that were criticised by 
Labour and others – as quoted by Clive Lewis, MP for Norwich South in 
The Guardian, on Monday February 10, 2025. 

The raids were being publicised as Home Secretary Yvette Cooper’s 
landmark Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill returned to 
parliament for its second reading. 

Home Secretary Yvette Cooper said releasing footage of deportations is 
part of efforts to restore public confidence in the immigration system. 

Since July, enforced returns have surged by 24 per cent. 

Over 1000 Labour MPs, councillors and activists have signed an open 
letter, through the Labour Campaign for Free Movement, urging the 
leadership to, ‘Oppose Reform on immigration, don’t mimic them.’” 

So that the revised motion becomes:- 

Whilst Norwich City Council works towards becoming a council of sanctuary, the 
government has released videos of migrant raids and deportations. 

Release of the footage is part of a crackdown on those entering the country illegally, 
but echoes similar initiatives enabling the mainstreaming of racism by the Tory 
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government that were criticised by Labour and others – as quoted by Clive Lewis, 
MP for Norwich South in The Guardian, on Monday February 10, 2025. 

The raids were being publicised as Home Secretary Yvette Cooper’s landmark 
Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill returned to parliament for its second 
reading. 

Home Secretary Yvette Cooper said releasing footage of deportations is part of 
efforts to restore public confidence in the immigration system. 

Since July, enforced returns have surged by 24 per cent. 

Over 1000 Labour MPs, councillors and activists have signed an open letter, through 
the Labour Campaign for Free Movement, urging the leadership to, ‘Oppose Reform 
on immigration, don’t mimic them’. 

This council NOTES: 

1) That the duty imposed by section 149(1) of the Equality Act 2010 on public 
authorities is one requiring them, in the exercise of their functions, to have 
due regard to the need to: 

a. eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other 
conduct that is prohibited by or under the act;  

b. advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; And 

c. foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic and persons who do not share it. 

2) That, according to The Nolan Principles, holders of public office should 
actively promote and robustly support the principles and challenge poor 
behaviour wherever it occurs. 

3) Its commitment to being a city that embraces diversity, supports migrants, and 
stands against rhetoric that targets vulnerable communities.  

4) That we are working towards becoming a council of sanctuary.  

This Council RESOLVES: 

1) To ask the Leader of the Council to write to the Home Secretary to urge an 
end to this dangerous narrative, which undermines the values of compassion, 
inclusivity, and solidarity that Norwich holds dear.  

2) To reaffirm this council remains dedicated to promoting a safe and welcoming 
environment for all. 


