NORWICH
City Council

MINUTES
Twinning Committee
16:00 to 16:45 17 October 2024
Present: Councillors Wright (Chair following appointment), Sands (M) (Vice-

Chair following appointment), Catt, Sands (S), Smith and Young

Bob Young (Koblenz), Doug Underwood (Novi Sad), and Bert
Bremner (Rouen)

Apologies: Alan Waters (Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau)

1. Appointment of chair

RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Wright as the chair for the ensuing civic year.
2. Appointment of vice chair

RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Mike Sands as vice chair for the ensuing civic
year.

3. Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.
4. Minutes

RESOLVED to approve the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 14
March 2024.

5. Twinning Fund — Update
The Chair presented the report.

The twinning fund had an amount out of which grants would be paid. The fund
currently contained £2915.97.

A grant application had been received from the Norfolk and Norwich Friendship
Association Koblenz (NNKFA)

Bob Young presented the grant application.

As the twinning links with Koblenz had suffered in recent years, advice from the
Koblenz friendship group reported that it may have to disband in 2025.
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The grant application was to facilitate a visit to Koblenz, by four members of the
negotiating team, to visit key individuals, including officers from Koblenz City Council
to create opportunities for people to make exchange visits. The most promising
prospects for exchange were in sport, recreation and education — in arts, drama,
literature and in career topics such as catering and mechanics.

The cost of the visit would be between £2,000-£3000 including ferries and hotels.
Each group member would be self-funding but the grant of £250 for each member
would be for each individuals’ greater costs.
RESOLVED to:
1) note the twinning fund financial position; and
2) recommend to the interim Chief Finance Officer (S151) the approval of
a grant of £1,000 to the Norfolk and Norwich Koblenz Friendship
Association, towards a visit to Koblenz.
6. Reports of the Twinning Associations

Norfolk and Norwich Koblenz Friendship Association

Bob Young provided an update to the committee on the activities of the Norfolk and
Norwich Koblenz Friendship Association.

He was pleased to report that there had been a number of changes to the committee
with some “new blood” joining.

The Chair had been invited to speak to a class of year 7 pupils at a local school
explaining about twinning. The pupils were very interested and asked several sensible
questions.

The NNKFA was involved in the football tournament. Several schools in Koblenz were
approached, sadly due to red tape and costs the groups were unable to attend.

With the help of Koblenz university a placement had been secured, for at least one
student, for one term in 2025 at King Edward’s School and it was hoped that might
lead to further exchanges.

The annual summer outing: to the plantation gardens followed by cream tea in the
catholic cathedral and the advent evening at the cathedral were both successful

A visit to the Sprowston dementia café, to make advent wreaths was interesting and
involved a number of members. Both the Lord Mayor and the chair of Broadland
County Council were able to attend.

At the DuUAmM German conversation sessions attendees’ contributions had allowed a
donation of £250 to the meningitis charity.

Norfolk and Norwich Novi Sad Association
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Doug Underwood provided an update on the activities of the Norfolk and Norwich
Novi Sad Association.

The 2024 Triorca concert took place on 30 August. A concert that featured music
students from Novi Sad, Kobenz and Norwich/Norfolk. The highlight was a concert
performed at St Peter Mancroft church.

The Annual Lunch took place on 6 October at the George hotel and was a success.

Doug was keen to promote twinning and wondered if the Council had links with The
Forum and could investigate the possibility of the association having a stand there.
The Chair said that, whilst the Forum was not owned by the council there were links,
and he was happy to make enquiries.

It was reported that Novi sad did not have a formal twinning committee, it was
informal and met on an ad hoc basis and relied on 6 people. Sadly, several of those
involved had passed away.

One of the main contacts in Novi Sad was the Special School. The group chairman
asked the Chair if he could visit the school when he travelled to Serbia in August
2025.

Norfolk and Norwich Rouen Friendship Association

Bert Bremner provided an update on the activities of the association since the
previous meeting. There were several positive activities to report.

At an event in Chapelfield in June, organised by the Alliance Francaise and the
association was able to advertise and make some useful contacts.

In July the association undertook several events and visits.

A visit from the Rouen-Norwich club was welcomed to Norwich. Two groups visited
the Bridewell Museum and St. John’s catholic Church. A trip to Sheringham and
Felbrigg Hall with lunch and a chance to see the trains, the shops, the sea and some
Morris dancing, something the French were unfamiliar with. The following day the
groups were welcomed to City Hall for a reception with the Lord Mayor. The speech
form the Lord Mayor was really appreciated by the group. While the groups visited
the mayor’s parlour the association were given a tour of the Council Chamber,
admiring the “climate mural of our time”.

In August, 4 football teams from Rouen took part in a football tournament at Easton
College organise by Cringleford Junior FC. The event was featured on the ITV
evening news.

The group also visited the castle and City Hall where they met the Lord Mayor. A
letter of thanks was sent by the Mayor of Rouen to the Lord Mayor.
Bert enquired as to whether this could be framed and put on display.

Also, in August. the annual pétanque and picnic took place in Eaton Park and
September saw an organised walk around Reedham.
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Members of the committee also noted the forthcoming events; the annual dinner on
4 November 2024, Les Gallettes es Rois in January 2025 and the AGM in March.

Bert Bremner then outlined some of the activities undertaken by the Rouen Alliance.
The Alliance hosted a return visit from a group of colleagues from Rouen looking at
comparable youth-based work.

In 2027 Normandy would be celebrating the birth of William the Conqueror. Norwich
was an important city for Normandy given it's Norman heritage. Councillor Mike
Stonard, Chris Gribble from the Forum and David Hynes of consolidated charities
had been invited. However, neither Cllr Stonard or Chris Gribble were able to
attend. The NNRFA hoped that the city could be represented at a high level as
making contacts would be a boost for the city and for twinning.

Bert also highlighted the Norwich tapestry, a Bayeaux style tapestry, created by the
Norwich friends in collaboration with the castle museum reborn. Members were
asked to consider where this could be displayed.

Norwich and Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau Friendship Link

As the representative for the Norwich and Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau Friendship link had
been unable to attend, there was no update. But an update would be submitted later

for circulation.

RESOLVED to note the updates of the associations.

CHAIR
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