
 

Report to  Twinning committee Item 
 14 June 2018 

11 Report of Director of business services 
Subject Application for a grant – 2019 Paul Cross Memorial 

Concert 
 

Purpose  

To notify the committee of the application for a grant from the Norfolk and Norwich Novi 
Sad Association. 

Recommendation  

To approve the grant of £250 to the Norfolk and Norwich Novi Sad Association to support 
the annual Paul Cross Memorial Concert. 

Corporate and service priorities 

The report helps to meet the corporate priority to provide a prosperous and vibrant city. 
The twinning associations contribute to the council’s service plan priority by promoting 
and fostering links and exchanges of all kinds between people of Norwich and the twin 
cities. 

Financial implications 

There are sufficient funds within the twinning account to cover these grants. 

Ward/s:  

Cabinet member: Councillor Packer, health and wellbeing 

Contact officers 

Stuart Guthrie, democratic and elections manager  01603 212055 

Background documents 

None 

  



Report 

Background 

1. An application form for a twinning committee grant has been received from the chair 
of the concert committee of the Norfolk and Norwich Novi Sad Association.  A copy of 
the grant application form, supporting letter from the chair of the organising committee 
and budget estimate are appended to this report.   The association is seeking a grant 
from the twinning fund for £250. 

2. The concert promotes the city’s twinning friendship links with Novi Sad, and 
celebrates the music and culture of the area and increases awareness in Norwich.  
Performers from the Novi Sad are invited to perform at the annual concert and are 
hosted by members of the Norfolk and Norwich Novi Sad Association. 

3. The committee has made an annual grant to the association for the concert each year 
since 2004.  

4. The association appreciated the grant of £250 received for the 2018 concert. 

Paul Cross Memorial concert 

5. The purpose of the request is to enable the association to hold the Paul Cross 
Memorial Concert on Saturday, 19 January 2019 at the Norwich Assembly House, 
Theatre Street, Norwich.  The concert is an annual classical music concert with 
performers attending from Novi Sad.  Any profit from the concert is used to support an 
educational project which benefits children and young people with disabilities and 
special needs who attend the Milan Petrović School in Novi Sad.  The association has 
close links with the school. 

6. The concert committee has invited classical pianist, Alexandar Djermanovic, and 
flautist, Petar Popovic, to perform at the 2019 concert.  It is proposed that the funding 
from the twinning committee will assist with the travel expenses for these two 
performers to fly from Novi Sad to the UK for the concert.  Members of the 
association provide accommodation, transport and hospitality to the guest performers.  
The budget allocates £1,300 for the performers’ air travel and expenses. 

7. The association has been successful in the past receiving grants from the John 
Jarrold Trust and the Goodman Trust. This year a request has been made to the John 
Jarrold Trust for £100.  Income is also generated through ticket sales to members of 
the association and public.  It would appear from the business plan that the concert 
only just breaks even and is reliant on grant applications for printing and travel 
expenses. 

8. The concert is held at the Norwich Assembly House in its Music Room.  The 
estimated audience is 80 to 100 people.  Ticket sales are sold through the association 
at £17 or £18 if purchased through the Theatre Royal box office.  There is a 
concessionary price of £7 for students.  The association has increased the price of 
tickets by £1 for 2019.  The association is also holding a coffee morning and raffle to 
support the event.  

9. The concert fulfils the aims of the twinning associations in that it promotes a better 
understanding of a shared culture and helps to promote informal links between 



people and organisations in the city of Norwich and the county of Norfolk and is 
dedicated to furthering friendship between the two cities. The granting of £250 
towards the costs incurred by the performers is therefore within the aims of the 
committee. 
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