
 
 

Council 

Members of the council are hereby summoned to attend the 
meeting of the council to be held in the council chamber, City Hall 

 
Tuesday, 23 September 2014 

 

19:30 

AGENDA 

 

  
  

  

1 Lord Mayor's announcements 

 
 

 

      

2 Declarations of interest 

 
(Please note that it is the responsibility of individual 
members to declare an interest prior to the item if they arrive 

late for the meeting) 
 

 

      

3 Questions from the public 

 
 

 

      

4 Petitions 

 
 

 

      

5 Minutes   

 
 

 

7 - 34 

6 Questions to cabinet members / committee chairs 

 
(A printed copy of the quesiotns and replies will be available 

at the meeting) 
 

 

      

7 Changes to the constitution and appointment of 
electoral registration officer 

 
 

 

35 - 48 

8 Appointment of Monitoring Officer 

 
 

 

49 - 54 



9 Annual audit committee report 2013-14 

 
Purpose - To present of the annual audit committee report 

2013-14 to council. 
 

 

55 - 62 

10 Greater Norwich Growth Board- annual growth 
programme 2014-15 and Norwich annual business plan 
2015- 

 
 

 

63 - 80 

11 Motion - Social housing 

Councillor Arthur to move and Councillor Bremner to second 
the following motion:  

Social housing faces great challenges in meeting the needs 
of those affected by welfare cuts and rule changes over 
recent years including the ‘bedroom tax’ and increased 

pressure from the escalating number of council homes lost 
through Right to Buy after the coalition government increase 

in discount in 2012. 

Government has made funding available for local authorities 
to bid for which would enable new housing to be built but the 
lending conditions mean that the rent for these homes have 

to be at 80% of market rent.  There are people on our waiting 
list who may not be able to afford this.  

Council therefore RESOLVES to:  

(1)    ask the leader of the council to write to the two MPs for 

Norwich, laying out the case for the council being able to 
support people and future generations who cannot afford 

high rents by allowing it to bid for funding to build good 
quality homes at social rent  which current and potential City 
Homes tenants can afford and - 

 
a)    requesting their support for this;  

b)    requesting them to actively lobby ministers to raise the 

Housing Revenue Account cap and give local authorities the 
freedom to manage this process rather than via offering one-
off opportunities;  

c)    asking them to lobby the Minister for Communities and 

Local Government to ensure the housing programme favours 
a Norwich social rented programme. 

 
(2)    ask the cabinet to:  
 

      



a)    consider how the City Deal can continue to enable the 
delivery of more council homes at social rent levels, 

including working in partnership with other providers and 
local authorities; and 

b)    support the work of the SHOUT campaign and take a 

lead in affirming the positive value and purpose of social 
rented housing. 

 

 
12 Motion – Towns against Tax Dodging 

Councillor Arthur to move and Councillor Waters to second 

the following motion: 

Norwich City Council’s ability to provide quality local services 
would be significantly enhanced by increased funding from 
central government. Clamping down on tax dodging could 

enhance government’s ability to give more support to local 
authorities.  

 
Council therefore RESOLVES to: 

(1)    support the Towns Against Tax Dodging campaign; 
and,  

(2)    ask the leader of the council to write to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer asking the government to listen to the 
strength of public feeling and act to end the injustice of tax 

dodging by large international companies in the UK. 

 

 

      

13 Motion - Sources of funding for local government 

Councillor Grahame to move and Councillor Jackson to 
second the following motion: 

According to the Local Government Association, by the end 

of this parliament, local government will have to have made 
£20 billion worth of savings.  This is mainly down to a major 
reduction in funding from central government.  There are 

alternative sources of funding that can be used to reverse 
this attack on public services. 

In light of the continued effect of the coalition government's 
cuts programme upon local residents, council RESOLVES to 

ask the government to reverse the ongoing reduction in 
grants to councils, and recommend alternative measures 

including: 

      



(1)    the levy of a financial transaction tax on speculative 
activities; 

(2)    raising income tax for those with incomes above 
£100,000; 

(3)    cracking down on tax havens and tax avoidance; 

(4)    introducing a  wealth tax on the top 1%, those with 
assets of more than £3million; 

  
(5)    putting far greater emphasis on taxes that discourage 

environmentally or other damaging behaviour; and 
 
(6)    not replacing trident. 

 

 
14 Motion - Anti-myth publicity 

Councillor Howard to move and Councillor Grahame to 
second the following motion:  

Council RESOLVES to ask the cabinet to establish - along 

with partners - a publicity campaign to counter myths against 

the homeless, unemployed, disabled, addicts, single mothers 
and other groups who are similarly negatively affected by 

austerity and welfare reform.  

 

 

      

15 Motion – Dementia friendly city 

Councillor Ackroyd to move, Councillor Wright to second: 

In 2013, there were estimated to be over 14,000 people 
affected by dementia in Norfolk and that figure is expected to 
continue rising. 

The Alzheimer's Society is running a campaign to make 

communities more dementia friendly. They want people with 
dementia to enjoy a good quality of life for as long as 

possible, able to continue everyday activities like shopping, 
meeting up at a café, or spending time with friends. 

They hope to recruit at least 1 million Dementia Friends who 

will help people with dementia to live well for longer.   

Council therefore RESOLVES to: 

(1)    support the Dementia Friends campaign 

      



  

(2)    ask cabinet to encourage :- 

a)    all staff and councillors to take part in an Alzheimer’s 

Society information session; and, 

  

b) Norwich, through partnership working, to become a 
dementia friendly city. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Anton Bull 
Executive head of business relationship management and democracy 
 

For further information please contact: 

Andy Futter, senior committee officer 
 

t:   (01603) 212029 
 
e: andyfutter@norwich.gov.uk   

 

Democratic services 

City Hall, Norwich, NR2 1NH 
 
www.norwich.gov.uk 

 
Date of publication: Friday, 03 October 2014 

 

http://www.norwich.gov.uk/


Information for members of the public 

 

Members of the public and the media have the right to attend meetings of full 

council, the cabinet and committees except where confidential information or 
exempt information is likely to be disclosed, and the meeting is therefore held in 
private. 

 
For information about attending or speaking at meetings, please contact the 

committee officer above or refer to the council’s website  
 
 

 

If you would like this agenda in an alternative format, such as a 
larger or smaller font, audio or Braille, or in a different 

language, please contact the committee officer above. 
 

 

 


