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Report to  Planning Applications Committee  Item 
 26 August 2010 
Report of Head of Planning Services 
Subject Tree Preservation Order 2010 

The City of Norwich Council Number 437 
Address:  Land at Byfield Court and Press Lane, Norwich. 
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Purpose  

To ask the Committee in determining the confirmation of Tree Preservation 
Order (TPO) 437, (which relates to a group of trees on Land at Byfield Court 
and Press Lane) to consider the letters of both objection and support to the 
Tree Preservation Order and this report. 
 
Recommendations 
 
To confirm Tree Preservation Order 2010, The City of Norwich Council 
Number 437 Address:  Land at Byfield Court and Press Lane, Norwich. 

Financial Consequences 

There are no financial consequences of this report.  

Strategic Priority and Outcome/Service Priorities 

The report helps to meet the strategic priority “Strong and prosperous city – 
working to improve quality of life for residents, visitors and those who work in 
the city now and in the future” and the service plan priority of the Head of 
Planning Services 
 
 
Contact Officers 
 

 

Michael Volp, Tree Protection Officer 01603 212546 

Background Documents 

Tree Preservation Order No. 437 Schedule 1 and plan [as modified] and 
related correspondence. 

Presentation material will also be available at Planning Applications 
Committee. 

 

 



Report 

Introduction 
 
1. The Council served Tree Preservation Order (TPO) No 437 on  

19 January 2010 when a local resident brought to the attention of the 
Council’s Tree Protection Officer that at least one of the trees was under 
threat of removal. 

2. An emergency, provisional order, citing trees within a specified area was 
served so as to preserve all trees currently within that area. 

3. The Council made the Order to ensure immediate protection of the trees 
so that their contribution to local amenity could be assessed in order that 
those trees providing a sufficient contribution to the local amenity could be 
preserved in perpetuity.  

4. The TPO has been modified just to include those trees that offer a 
sufficient contribution to the local amenity. 

Objections and support 
 
5. A copy of the Order has been served on the owners with a copy sent to 

interested parties. One letter of support and one objection to the order 
have been received.  These documents have been appended to the 
report. 

Considerations  

6. The main reasons given to support the TPO are that:- 

(a) considerable amenity value due to their existence is enjoyed by the 
respondent; 

(b) one particular tree stops the very bright street light from shining into 
the bedroom during the summer; 

(c) the birdsong from that trees and their very ‘green-ness’ are an 
enjoyable foil to an otherwise urban landscape; 

(d) traffic noise from the nearby Aylsham Road is virtually neutralised 
by the trees.  

7. The main objections to the TPO are that:- 

(a) one of the trees has grown in an inappropriate environment; 

(b) the development of the roots of that tree are being limited by an 
adjacent retaining wall, to the detriment of the wall; 

(c) branches of that tree cross over cables; 



(d) branches of that tree are potentially damaging  to people’s property 
in the event that they should break off. 

(e) that tree pushing against an adjacent fence has caused gaps that 
result in fly tipping. 

(f) that tree provides a large area of cover  that creates extensive 
damage to the road below 

(g) the low branches of that tree reduce local air circulation resulting in 
a constantly damp and slippery surface to the lane. 

(h) that tree provides extensive coverage which provides concealment 
for anti-social behaviour.  

(i) due to the close proximity of the trees within the group to each other 
the effect of the nearby street light is diminished which again 
contributes to local anti-social behaviour.   

8. If confirmed, the amended TPO will not preclude work being carried out 
which will go some way to alleviating some of the perceived problems 
outlined in the objections:- 

(a) Trees are self-optimising organisms that grown in accord with 
whatever environmental limitations their growing conditions dictate; 
trees in an urban situation are often not in their ideal environment 
but good arboricultural management can limit any potentially 
negative impact that may be perceived without recourse to the 
removal of a tree and the resulting entire loss of its benefit to the 
wider community accruing from it’s existence.   

 
(b) Applications for permission for pruning work to abate branches 

causing damage to the fabric of buildings, or to overhead cables is 
generally treated as a bonafide reason to grant such permission. 

 
(c) Applications for permission for pruning work to raise the ground 

clearance level of the lower branches will be considered in light of 
the reasons stated in the application for those works. 

 
(d) Perceived structural damage will be considered in light of the 

supporting evidence supplied with any tree work application 
submitted.  

(e) The respondent who has supported the TPO would also support 
‘well considered, Professional tree management’.  

 
(f) The Cherry tree cited within the letter of objection as causing 

damage to the adjacent pavement has been excluded from the 
modified TPO. 

 
9. It is the view of the Head of Planning Services that the reason for making 

the Order is in the public interest, in that the trees form an important part of 



the amenity of the area, contribute to the encouragement of biodiversity 
and should therefore receive such protection as the law affords. 
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