
 
 

 

Motion to: Council 
   

25 February 2025 

Subject: Calling on government for urgent chalk stream protections 

Proposer: Councillor Galvin 

Seconder: Councillor Champion 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Norwich thanks to our wonderful river Wensum, and across our country, we are 
lucky to have globally rare chalk streams. These precious habitats are a unique part 
of our natural environment and national heritage. 85% of the world’s chalk streams 
are found in England alone, and they are some of the most biodiverse and 
ecologically significant freshwater ecosystems in the world. 

Communities have deep concerns regarding the degradation of, and therefore the 
future of, these irreplaceable natural treasures. The current reforms to planning in 
England offer a crucial opportunity for the Government to protect and enhance these 
precious streams for future generations and protect the rare biodiversity which 
depends on them. 

Chalk streams are exceptionally vulnerable to pollution, over-abstraction, and habitat 
degradation. Despite sterling work from many local partners including the Norfolk 
Rivers Trust, water quality in chalk streams across the UK continues to worsen, with 
unabated pollution from our highways, agricultural run-off and sewage outfalls, as 
well as over abstraction, significantly disrupting the ecology of these rivers, with 
detrimental impacts for wildlife (see references below). 

This council NOTES: 

1) While we welcome the Government’s launch of an Independent Commission 

into the water sector, more urgent action must be taken to protect our chalk 

streams. Last year, polluting effluent flowed into these rivers across England. 

Locally, the River Wensum was polluted by sewage 398 times in 2023 - 

lasting 1,089 hours. In addition, the river is failing European health targets for 

forever chemicals (Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers, PBDE) and continues to 

suffer from a cocktail of other contaminants including microplastics and 

pharmaceuticals. 

2) As the current Wildlife Trust’s campaign   Save our chalk streams | Norfolk 

Wildlife Trust notes, we need decisive national Government action in planning 

to ensure that these unique waterways are preserved for future generations.  

This council RESOLVES: 

1) To write to the Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government The Rt Hon Angela Rayner MP, 

https://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/SaveOurChalkStreams
https://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/SaveOurChalkStreams


 
 

 

Secretary of State for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs, as well as The Rt 
Hon Steve Reed OBE MP, and Minister of State, Matthew Pennycook MP to: 

a) Ask them to utilise the opportunity of planning reforms to designate chalk 

streams and their catchments with a bespoke protection, which protects 

them as well as enabling enough new homes to be built.  

b) Protect our chalk streams and provide the continuity and certainty needed 

to underpin local action by urgently clarifying its plan for chalk streams by 

releasing an improved version of the previously promised ‘Chalk Stream 

Recovery Pack’. This action plan must be decisive and ambitious, outlining 

a specific designated protection for chalk streams, offering enhanced legal 

protections, strengthened enforcement mechanisms and immediate 

investment in restoration and conservation. 

c) Note that as a city we value greatly the River Wensum, as well as our 

other city rivers, and want to enhance the natural status of these important 

nature corridors.  

d) Stress that as convenors of the River Wensum Strategy and Partnership 

we stand ready to support and enhance where possible the 

implementation of government measures and to work collaboratively to 

support the recovery of the River Wensum, and share learnings with other 

chalk streams nationwide and agencies and charities that work for their 

protection and recovery.  

e) Ask them for an urgent written response on the above matters. 

 


