Motion to: Council

25 February 2025

Subject: Condemnation of Labour’s approach to mimicking Reform and its
impact on migrant communities

Proposer: Councillor Davis

Seconder: Councillor Galvin

This council condemns Labour’s recent approach of mimicking the right-wing
messaging of Reform UK through Facebook ads and branding that focus on
deportations, crime, and antisocial behaviour. As we are a Labour-led authority, the
use of this divisive narrative is damaging to the reputation of Norwich, a city with a
proud history of welcoming strangers which is a City of Sanctuary, and working
towards becoming a Council of Sanctuary. The messaging promoted by Labour is
shared on social media and therefore has national reach, which risks stoking fear
and division, and impacts migrant communities, who already face significant
challenges and discrimination.

This council NOTES:

1) That the duty imposed by section 149(1) of the Equality Act 2010 on public
authorities is one requiring them, in the exercise of their functions, to have
due regard to the need to:

a. eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other
conduct that is prohibited by or under the act;

b. advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; And

c. foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected
characteristic and persons who do not share it.

2) That, according to The Nolan Principles, holders of public office should
actively promote and robustly support the principles and challenge poor
behaviour wherever it occurs.

3) Its commitment to being a city that embraces diversity, supports migrants, and
stands against rhetoric that targets vulnerable communities.

4) That we are working towards becoming a council of sanctuary.

This Council RESOLVES:



1) To ask the Leader of the Council to write to the Home Secretary to urge an
end to this dangerous narrative, which undermines the values of compassion,
inclusivity, and solidarity that Norwich holds dear.

2) To reaffirm this council remains dedicated to promoting a safe and welcoming
environment for all.



