
 

Cabinet 

11 March 2026 

Questions to cabinet members 
Question 1 

Councillor Champion to ask the cabinet member for housing the following 
question:  

“A number of important nesting sites for highly endangered swifts, on homes 
close to Sweetbriar Marsh in Wensum ward were recently blocked off by 
council. I am glad that after we raised the matter alongside concerned 
residents, the council acted and some of the blockages have been removed, 
and swift boxes put up. I am however concerned that this risk to biodiversity 
was not picked up earlier in the council’s contracting system. How many other 
council properties are having this new, unnecessary and very damaging anti 
bird comb fitted?” 

Councillor Jones, the cabinet member for housing's response:  

“Thank you, Councillor Champion, for your question and for the constructive 
engagement from residents and the Norwich Swift Network on this issue.  

Following concerns raised about blocked swift nesting sites near Sweetbriar 
Marsh, officers acted quickly to remove the obstruction where appropriate and 
install replacement swift boxes. I share your view that the risk to biodiversity 
should be picked up earlier in our contracting processes, and we have already 
begun strengthening these arrangements.  

To directly answer your question, we are currently auditing council homes 
where antibird comb has recently been installed to identify any other locations 
where it may be inappropriate or unnecessary. Early indications suggest that 
use of this material has been limited, but the audit will ensure we have a clear, 
accurate picture and can take corrective action where required.  

More broadly, we see this as an opportunity to embed biodiversity 
improvements into our new capital works programme. We are working with 
our contractors, who have already expressed interest in supporting this—to 
develop social value initiatives such as installing swift boxes during roof 
works, and exploring wider ecological enhancements including bat boxes, 
insect habitats, water butts, and options for green or brown roofs where 
suitable.  

It is important that this work is done correctly. Swift habitat, in particular, 
depends on highly specific locations, and we will be using tools such as Swift 
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Mapper and working with experienced partners to guide placement. 
Contractor training will also be strengthened, for example to ensure 
scaffolding does not inadvertently make existing nesting boxes unusable.  

Resident involvement will be an important part of this work, particularly in 
monitoring nesting activity and supporting wider environmental improvements 
around their homes.  

Our next steps are to:  

1. Define a set of biodiversity and ecological initiatives that we expect 

contractors to deliver as part of their social value commitments;  

2. Confirm the financial value allocated to social value within the new 

contracts and agree the proportion to dedicate to environmental 

improvements; and  

3. Hold joint sessions with contractors to agree immediate and longer 

term plans.”  
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Question 2 

Councillor Stutely to ask the cabinet member for finance and major projects 
the following question:  

“Given that demolition has commenced at Anglia Square and Schedule 7 of 
the Section 106 Agreement requires the Anglia Square Management Plan to 
be approved and updated every six months from first implementation, with 
annual submissions to the Council, can the Cabinet member responsible 
confirm that the Plan has been approved and updated in accordance with 
those requirements and outline how its construction-phase marketing, 
activation and trader liaison measures are being delivered during the current 
demolition phase?” 

Councillor Harper, the cabinet member for finance and major projects' 
response:  

“Thank you   

I can confirm that the Anglia Square Management Plan was submitted to 
planning in April 2025 and was approved on 2 May 2025.  

The purpose of the Anglia Square Management Plan was to seek to mitigate 
the impact of the Development on the businesses and tenants on the site 
during the construction of the Development. This was at a time when 
demolition and construction activity was to take place on site at the same time 
with some businesses continuing to trade on site during these activities.  

Upon acquiring the site, it was clear to the Council that this was not feasible 
due to the condition of the buildings, and an alternative strategy was 
implemented to gain vacant possession of the site to enable full demolition to 
take place.  

Measures implemented to support those existing businesses included 
payment to the Local Enterprise Centre, MENTA, to provide 12 months of 
business support, the creation of St Saviours Yard as a significantly enhanced 
meanwhile use opportunity over what was anticipated in the S106 agreement, 
support to secure alternative suitable accommodation and financial 
compensation to tenants for a period of time and further financial payments to 
cover removal and storage costs.  

The S106 also required engagement with the Magdalen Street and Anglia 
Square Traders Association. This group no longer exists, but early 
discussions were held with the revised Magdalen Street Traders Association 
on the proposals and further engagement will take place as plans develop for 
the construction phase of the development”  
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Question 3 

Councillor Knight to ask the deputy leader and cabinet member for climate and 
envrironment the following question:  

“With the cabinet making the decision to delegate awarding the contract for 
bus shelters, will the cabinet put conditions on the awarding of this contract to 
safeguard residents against unethical advertising?” 

Councillor Hampton, the deputy leader and cabinet member for climate and 
environment's response:  

“The Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) makes sure adverts across UK 
stick to the advertising rules known as the Advertising Codes.  

Some adverts are already banned by law—such as those for alcohol‑masking 

products, betting systems, tobacco, e‑cigarettes, offensive weapons, and 
obscene material. These are not allowed on bus shelters now or under any 
future contract.  

Norwich has also strengthened restrictions on HFSS (High Fat, Salt, and 
Sugar) near schools and in addition the contract also allows the Council to 
request the removal of unsuitable adverts from specific shelters within three 
working days.” 
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Please note that the following questions are second questions and will only be 
taken if the total time for questions has not exceeded 30 minutes. 

Question 4 

Councillor Stutely to ask the leader of the council the following question:  

“Can the Cabinet Member for outline how the draft licensing policy recognises 
and addresses the foreseeable risks of sexual harassment and spiking in 
licensed premises under the crime and disorder and public safety objectives, 
and whether further strengthening in this area would be welcomed through 
consultation?” 

Councillor Stonard, the leader's response:  

“The draft licensing policy takes a much stronger stance on the risks of sexual 
harassment and spiking in our night‑time economy. This was an area of 
deliberate focus when reviewing and revising the policy, and Premises 
Licence Holders and applicants are encouraged to incorporate safeguards 
against such forms of behaviour.  

The policy sets clear expectations on new applicants and recommends the 
adoption of recognised safeguarding measures—such as WAVE training, Ask 
for Angela, and wider night‑time safety initiatives—as part of the crime and 
disorder objective. These are explicitly referenced in the draft policy as 
examples of best practice for preventing harassment, spiking, and related 
harms.   

These safety measures can be recommended for new licenses where 
appropriate, on a case-by-case basis, but for existing premises the legislation 
only allows us to promote best practice rather than impose new conditions 
unilaterally. The revised policy therefore provides strong guidance and clear 
expectations while staying within the legal framework.  

This remains a draft for consultation, and we welcome views from all 
stakeholders on adequacy and necessity of all the suggested measures 
during the consultation period”  
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Question 5 

Councillor Stutely to ask the cabinet member for finance and major projects 
the following question:  

“At the January meeting the Cabinet Member advised Council that the 
refurbished toilets at St Saviours Yard remain available for public use and that 
members of the public can obtain the entry code from the site manager or one 
of the traders. 

Can the Cabinet Member clarify what formal arrangements are in place to 
ensure the public can reliably obtain access to the facilities during opening 
hours?” 

Councillor Harper, the cabinet member for finance and major projects' 
response:  

“Thank you  

It should be noted that the toilet block on St Saviours Yard had been shut to 
the public for over 15 years and was not available at all until the creation of 
the container development.  

We have confirmed with the leaseholder of St Saviours Yard, Meanwhile 
Creative, that the refurbished toilet block on site has coded locks to prevent 
anti-social behaviour such as drug use, which has been an on-going issue 
with some members of the public that have gained access to the toilets.   

Meanwhile Creative have confirmed that the toilet block is available to traders 
and to their customers, upon request for the code, and this will be monitored 
and reviewed if further anti-social behaviour occurs.  

This enables some provision of toilets in the area whilst maintaining a safe 
environment for those that need to use the facilities.  

There is also a requirement for new public toilets and a changing places 
facility to be provided on the new Anglia Square development which will be 
delivered in due course”  

 


