Council
18 March 2025

Questions to cabinet members

Question 1

Councillor Huntley to ask the cabinet member for major projects the following
guestion:

“Following the positive news of the award of £34m from Homes England for
the redevelopment of Anglia Square, can the Cabinet Member provide us with
an update on progress with readying the site for demolition?”

Councillor Harper, the cabinet member for major projects' response:

“Thank you for your question. Work is under way to produce full demolition
surveys for each building. Risk and method statements have been
completed, and officers are preparing the invitation to tender documents to
procure a demolition contractor for the works. We anticipate that full
demolition will commence in late May or early June, with some strip out
preceding this. This is a pivotal step in transforming Anglia Square and
delivering much needed affordable homes, diverse retail and leisure outlets, a
new neighbourhood centre, and well-paid jobs for local people.”
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Question 2

Councillor Mike Sands to ask the cabinet member for a fairer Norwich the
following question:

“Could the Cabinet member for a Fairer Norwich please comment on the
outcomes for residents from the City Council’s Financial Inclusion
Consortium?”

Councillor Giles, the cabinet member for a fairer Norwich's response:

“The Financial Inclusion Consortium (FIC) is funded by the City Council and
led by Norfolk Community Law Service (NCLS). it aims to reduce poverty,
discrimination, and inequality by providing free, impartial advice on debt,
welfare benefits, housing, and immigration. Key priorities include increasing
financial resilience, offering accessible advice, and supporting vulnerable
residents, including those with mental health issues.

By the end of December 2025, the FIC had supported 7,256 clients. This
included managing 959 debt cases, reducing or writing off £1,122,585 in debt,
and assisting 1,651 clients with welfare benefit enquiries, generating
£3,155,098 in annualised benefit income. Additionally, 1,142 clients received
housing support. The consortium emphasises a collaborative approach,
ensuring comprehensive support and effective service delivery.”
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Question 3

Councillor Galvin to ask the cabinet member for a fairer Norwich the following
guestion:

“At the last council meeting the cabinet member said: "Our role in relation to
provision of clinical services is limited to an influencing one." The Vulnerable
Adults Health Inclusion Hub on Westwick Street delivers highly skilled
specialist primary care services for those most at risk in our city, thus reducing
pressure on other services such as A and E. Research shows specialist
services are more effective and achieve better results for homeless
individuals than mainstream surgeries. The specialist VAS Hub is currently
threatened with losing most of its doctors (short term) and closure (medium
term). What kind of influencing have we engaged in to understand the
impacts of these proposals on our services and to support the health needs of
the most at risk in our city who use this service?”

Councillor Giles, the cabinet member for a fairer Norwich's response:

“The Vulnerable Adults Health Inclusion Hub provides crucial support for
homeless and people sleeping rough in Norwich, who often face chronic
exclusion from services due to physical and mental health conditions.
Reducing these services could lead to an increase in homelessness as health
needs go unmet.

A public consultation on the future delivery of the service was published on
the Integrated Care Board website on 4 March. Information will be shared via
the Norwich Health and Wellbeing partnership distribution list and the council's
social media channels, encouraging public feedback. The consultation
explores options for continuing the service either from its current base or
through an outreach model across Norfolk. We will provide a Council
response to the consultation to these proposals evidencing how changing this
specialist service could impact on vulnerable people and services in Norwich.”
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Question 4

Councillor Worley to ask the leader of the council the following question:

“Freedom of the city of Norwich has been granted by this council at the behest
of the administration to sundry honoured recipients, from a Swedish
speedway rider to an American playwright, from a police force to a
department store. How do we guarantee that this, our highest honour, is
bestowed fairly and not given out as a political favour, when there is no formal
process for its award?”

Councillor Stonard, the leader's response:

“s.249 of the Local Government Act 1972, states that a relevant authority may
admit to be honorary freemen or honorary freewomen of the place or area for
which it is the authority—

(a)persons of distinction, and
(b)persons who have, in the opinion of the authority, rendered eminent
services to that place or area.

Traditionally nominations have been agreed by the Leader and Administration
based on the person or persons’ public service or contribution to the city.

Section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972 (sub section 5) also provides
that a special meeting of the Council (made public 5 days prior to the meeting)
must be convened with the specific object of passing the resolution to
Honorary Freedom. The resolution should recite the grounds upon which the
recommendation is being made, and details of the public services rendered by
the recipient should be included. The resolution must be passed by not less
than two thirds of the members present. This ensures that the honour is
bestowed fairly, and that full Council has the final say in the matter.”
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